32    WIVES  OF   HENRY   THE   EIGHTH
In the morning Arthur called at the door of the
nuptial chamber to his attendants for a draught of
liquor. To the bantering question of the chamber-
lain as to the cause of his unaccustomed thirst, it
was not unnatural, considering the free manners of
the day, that the Prince should reply in a vein of
boyish boastfulness, with a suggestion which was
probably untrue regarding the aridity of the Spanish
climate and his own prowess as being the causes of
his droughtiness. In any case this indelicate bit
of youthful swagger of Arthur's was made, nearly
thirty years afterwards, one of the principal pieces
of evidence gravely brought forward to prove the
illegality of Katharine's marriage with Henry*
On the day following the marriage the King
and Queen came in full state to congratulate the
newly married pair, and led them to the abode that
had been elaborately prepared for them at Bay-
nard's Castle, whose ancient keep frowned over
the Thames, below Blackfriars. On the Thurs-
day following the feast was continued at West-
minster with greater magnificence than ever. In
a splendid tribune extending from Westminster
Hall right across what is now Parliament Square
sat Katharine with all the royal family and the
Court, whilst the citizens crowded the stands on
the other side of the great space reserved for the
tilters. Invention was exhausted by the greater
nobles in the contrivances by which they sought
to make their respective entries effective. One
had borne over him a green erection representing
a wooded mount, crowded with allegorical animals ;
another rode under a tent of cloth of gold, and
yet another pranced into the lists mounted upon